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tive role models have a great impact on 
our children’s lives and during the past 
few weeks, each of our school’s grade 
levels had the opportunity to interact 
with students from the Delsea Regional 
High School District during Read 
Across America activities.  You will find 
articles about these programs in this edi-
tion of the Janvier Journal.  Also in this 
edition, you will read of learning that is 
occurring in our computer lab, the value 
of reading, activities in some of our Re-
lated Arts classes, and of guests to our 
school who spoke to a Kindergarten 
class about their occupations. The Mary 
F. Janvier staff continues to appreciate 
all of the support that you have provided 
and we wish you an enjoyable Spring. 
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The final days of March have arrived and as we 
say “farewell” to our Winter season, we look 
forward to the warm Spring sun.  Similar to the 
seasons, the school year is transitioning and we 
remain focused as a school community towards 
the academic and social growth of our children.  
While these items remain a top priority, it is im-
portant to remember that your child’s attendance 
in school is the first step towards academic and 
social growth.  It is during the early elementary 
years that a child’s foundation of understanding 
is built and excessive absenteeism can result in 
your child consistently attempting to catch up to 
the progress made by the other children in the 
class.  In fact, “cracks” in a child’s educational 
foundation caused by excessive absenteeism 
may take years to repair. The targeted character 
education trait for the month of March has been 
“Honesty” and lessons on this topic have empha-
sized the importance of the children being hon-
est with their teachers, adults in their lives, and 
other students.  Our character badge program 
and our school’s Character Wall continue to rec-
ognize and reinforce targeted character traits. 
The children are enthusiastic towards our 
school’s character education program and are 
learning that good character should also occur 
outside of our school’s walls. As a full commu-
nity we can promote this concept by recognizing 
our children’s good character when it is demon-
strated at home, in the store, or during an extra-
curricular activity.  Identifying our children be-
ing responsible, respectful, gracious, kind, trust-
worthy, honest, and cooperating with others is 
certainly something that makes us all proud and 
the children need to be praised when they 
demonstrate these qualities. Of course, we 
should also remember that our children generally 
learn appropriate values through their observa-
tion of those around them.  In effect, one can 
state that values are caught and not taught.  Posi-
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As we continue to integrate science into 
our learning, the students will continue 
to learn Microsoft Office.  Our Kinder-
gartners have learned about their five 
senses and have completed a Word doc-
ument with a total of 6 sentences, a pic-
ture, and had the opportunity to open 
and save their document over a four 
week period.  Our First Graders have 
studied growing plants and made dia-
grams using Digital Tools and cited 
facts in a bulleted list in Word.  In Sec-
ond Grade, students have begun their 
research on the life cycle of a 
frog.  They will be using this research to 
create a book in Publisher and to create 

During the month of April, all grades will 
be jumping rope.  Kindergarten and First 
Grade will be trying to see how many 
jumps consecutively they can do.  Sec-
ond Grade will learn and use the long 
jump ropes in groups of three.  They will 
learn how to be an ender and a jump-
er.  Students will also participate in group 
activities that remind and prepare us for 
Spring.  These activities will have themes 
of rabbits, eggs, birds, and the weather.    

Computer Literacy 

a PowerPoint.  Keep up the great work 
boys and girls!  

Our Second Grade Concert is coming up 
quickly!  The performances are on April 
11 and April 12 at 7 PM here in the 
Janvier All-Purpose room.  Reminders 
about dates and times will be going 
home with your child soon.  Thank you 
for sharing your talented students with 
me!  I look forward to seeing you! 

From the Music Room 

Springtime Activities in Gym 



What’s Happening in Art 
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Guided Reading Time in Second Grade 

 In February, we celebrated Black His-
tory Month in the Art room. Students  
created artwork inspired by Black 
American artists like Faith Ringgold 
and Romare Bearden, and focusing on 
the message of peace that Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. shared with the world in 
1963.  
This month, classes have been learning 
The Element of Art, Space, and how 
thinking about where and how things 
are placed in an artwork drives compo-
sition. The three “tricks” to show 
space are overlapping, distance, and 
size. Between landscapes, portraits, 
butterflies, chicks, and planets, stu-

dents of all levels have been exploring 
space and “taking charge” of how they 
create their artwork by using methods 
learned throughout our lessons. 

Guided reading time in Second Grade 
has been filled with many new books 
and skills. A big focus has been compar-
ing and contrasting. Students have been 
reading many versions of the same 
book, such as Cinderella, and identify-
ing how the stories are similar and how 
they may vary. Second Graders have 
also read and compared books about 
similar people or topics, such as im-
portant figures throughout history. More 
than just comparing and contrasting, 
students have been searching for the 
moral, or lesson, in fables, as well. By 
practicing these skills with interesting 
books, our Second Graders are continu-

ing to grow as readers and build a love 
for learning!      

 

Read Across America Day in the Library 

What a wonderful time we had in 
March celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day.  All the classes had a special visit 
from the “Cat in the Hat” who showed 
us just how much fun reading can be! 
The Kindergarten and First Grade stu-
dents were treated to a special program 
put together by the Delsea Middle 
School Storyteller's Club.  Students 
learned all about Dr. Seuss, and the 
middle school students visited their 
classrooms to give each child their own 
“Cat in the Hat” costume!  The Delsea 
Middle School students read their fa-

vorite Dr. Seuss stories, and explained 
to every class the importance of read-
ing. The Second Grade students trav-
eled to Delsea High School for their 
presentation facilitated by the Delsea 
Library Media Specialist and 9th 
Grade Language Arts Teachers. The 
Ninth Graders, who wrote and illustrat-
ed their own stories, read them to the 
younger children.  Additional activities 
included a hat making activity from 
"Cat in the Hat" and fun pages that 
correlated with some of the Second 
Graders' favorite Dr. Seuss sto-

ries.  Janvier students were also 
treated to a special preview of the 
Delsea Musical, "The Little Mer-
maid".  Read Across America Day 
was a huge success for both Janvier 
and Delsea students! 



 

First Grade Celebrates Read Across America Day 

Mrs. Grochowski’s Kinder-
garten class enjoyed visits 

from parents during the month 
of March.  They celebrated 
Read Across America by lis-

tening to stories read by par-
ents.  Parents also talked 
about their occupations.  Chil-

dren learned about taking care 
of their teeth from a dental 
hygienist, selling and buying 

homes from a realtor, and 
many more.    
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The First Grade students had a 

wonderful time celebrating Dr. 

Seuss’s birthday in honor of Read 

Across America Day!  Members 

of the Delsea Middle School 

“Story Tellers Club” visited each 

class and gave each child a hat 

and a bow tie. The students were 

also given Dr. Seuss pencils and 

erasers. The Delsea students also 

read stories to the First Graders 

during their visit, and each class-

room received a surprise visit from the 

“Cat in the Hat” himself! It was a fun 

day for the First Graders and an excel-

lent way to keep our students excited 

about reading!! 

 

 

Kindergarten Classroom Visitors 

BSI 

It has been an exciting Fall and 
Winter here at Janvier as I have 
watched your children grow as a 
readers.  Thousands of reading 
steps have been earned and new 
reading levels have been reached.  
As the third trimester begins, the 
challenge continues. Encourage 
your child to read to you each 
night for 30 minutes in order to 
meet their 10 step goal each 
week.  Record these steps in your 
child’s reading log so we can 
track their achievement at school.   
Comprehension skills are essen-

tial to progress as a reader. Please talk 
to your child about what they are read-
ing.  Use a comprehension question 
from the Skills Card to start the discus-
sion.  Research shows that reading with 
children and helping them practice spe-
cific reading strategies (refer to Skills 
Card) can dramatically improve their 
ability to comprehend.Thank you for 
your continued support.  If you have 
any questions, please email me at 
shuepfel@franklintwpschools.org.  
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